FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
7th Annual Boston Bar Crawl for Scoliosis to generate over 200 attendees to support scoliosis research Saturday, November 20, 2010
Boston, MA – Event organizer Maureen McCann is in her 7th  year of raising awareness towards scoliosis through a unique effort of gathering over 200 friends and family members for a Boston bar crawl. The event also commemorates the late Ryan J. Burns, a 1998 graduate of Arlington High School.
Maureen McCann, Arlington native and founder of Bar Crawl for Scoliosis has seen her annual event grow over the years, looking back to 2004 when she had 40 participants on board.  Maureen is pursuing her career as a broadcast meteorologist in Austin, Texas; the bar crawl is a date she can count on annually to reunite with friends and family from the Greater Boston area. The crawl is always held the Saturday before Thanksgiving.
Maureen has chosen the Stoughton-based National Scoliosis Foundation as her charity of choice, of which she is a Spokesperson. At the age of 14, Maureen was diagnosed with scoliosis, the abnormal curvature of the spine. She was instructed to wear a back brace 18- hours a day. Despite her diligence through 4 years of bracing and physical therapy, the brace failed to correct the spine and instead the curves grew worse; Maureen underwent a spinal fusion at the age of 18 at Childrens Hospital in Boston.  Those with scoliosis usually are faced with the option of bracing or surgery, and she had to go through both.

This event is also marked by the absence of a dear friend from Arlington, Ryan J. Burns who passed away suddenly at the age of 27 on February 6, 2008.  A portion of the proceeds will be donated to in his memory to the Ryan J. Burns Memorial Fund, which helps children in Arlington participate in programs at the Arlington Recreation Department.
T-shirts are sold online for participants to wear to the crawl; funds are raised primarily through the revenue from the shirts along with additional donations.  Bar crawl participants will visit 5 bars in the Fenway area starting at the Cask ‘n Flagon at 3pm on Saturday, November 20. The route will then take bar crawlers to Who’s on First, Game On, Lansdowne Pub and Bleacher Bar before culminating at the Baseball Tavern at 9pm.
Live music will also take place at the Baseball Tavern performed by Eddie Garcia of  the Austin,TX-based band Rumtide.
According to the National Scoliosis Society website, all funds raised will be "providing the financial support needed to continue our efforts to minimize the effects of abnormal spinal curvatures. Together, we can continue to truly make a difference in people’s lives, and perhaps change the course of scoliosis history."

More information on the Bar Crawl for Scoliosis, including details about the event, can be found on the World Wide Web at www.barcrawlforscoliosis.org. If you are interested in making a contribution, please inquire with the contact information below. 
Contact: Maureen McCann
Address: 1708 Colorado Street, Austin TX, 78705
Phone: 512.851.7002
Email: Maureen@barcrawlforscoliosis.org 
URL: www.barcrawlforscoliosis.org
